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On Other Pages MASTER PLAN FOR U.P. 


* e ns W is not difficult ta make out that the Prime Minister's sudden move 
NI MIEN I : 


to uctivate the National Integration Council vo ensure a fai deal to 

the Muslims and the Wfarijans and her ¢fforts to win the suppor, and 

; (ooperation of Sheikh |luhammad. Abdullah and Mr K. Kamaraj are of 
RISTAN'’S ROLE IN THE - J 


4 piece. Conscious of the steadily diminishing popularity of her party, 


EW Us. STRATEGY—II she 1s trying to mend Congress fences before she faces next yeal’s minis 
Fouay, Atitan ; { general elections on the basis of hes success in eradicating poverty. Tn 
another six months. Assembly elections are scheduled to be held im the 

four States of Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, Nagaland, and Manipur. The 

DOR REVIEW 8 Prime Minister lias a special interest in the election in Uttar Pradesh, 


li is her home State, and if the Congress fails to secure an absolute mia j0- 

rity in this State it will be veckoned as a sure token of the decline of 

MOCOLATE-CREAM HUNGER the ruling party and its leader. The Prime Minister has to ensure that 

SoA Kim Crivi ait Uttar Pradesh remains a Congress bastion; otherwise her stature in the 
party and the country will suffer, 

To secure uns end she has planned a many-pronged approach. The 

RYTOSH SEN’S EXHIBITION Harijans who, even after nearly three decades of independence, may ‘he 

dispossessed of their life and property ay the slightest whim of the so- 


ees, BAe “ called upper caste leaders of the rural society, are befne promised freeclons 
from. persecution and fear. Apparently, the Prime Minister hopes. that 
x this old promise in old form will reassure the Harijans, however much 
LIPPINGS Ie their disenchantinenr with the Congress may be: they will vote for the 
Congress despite the fact tha, their tormentoys are flourishing in the 
_ - party. The “rapprochement” with Sheikh Abdullah is desiened to win 
ETERS «s over Muslim votes, The talks with the Sheikh had been going on for a 
long time; in the mean time, Mrs Gandhi brought off a minor coup by 
instulling a Muslim as chief minister of Bihar The Muslim voters of 
” Urtisr Pradesh should not fail to be impressed by the fact that two of 

their neighbour States, Rajasthan and Bihar, have chief ministers belone 
Editor : Samar Sen ing 4) their community If they need greater proof of the secularism of 


the ailing party. Shekkh Abdullali’s decision to place his services at the 


Punten at Monern InprA_ Press, : . : 2 : ; 
 Rara Sunopn Mouruice Squant (lisposal of phe Prime Minister will provide it The bait to Mr Kamara} 
Cant TIA 13 AND PUBLISHED WKEKEY 
ha GreaetwAL Penucations (1) Lap y 
ae Sascak Sen xrom 61, Morr Lang, fress .yaS split in 1969 on the busis of ideolovy, she does not think that ; 
4 CaLcurra-13 
Triernonrn: 243202 


is the Prime Minister’s third prong, Thougli she claims ‘that the Gen- 
| 


her socialise fatth will be compromised if along with Mr Kamuaraj some 
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(long ress (¢ racler : Pi 

: ne) iS ( ) feaders of Uttalr Pra- But Mr (Ray should consider it M » 

MAGN y including My C. B. Gupta, small comfort Fle’ rendezvous at ore Powers . eal 
join wer party, She wants to di- Yojana (Bhavan, jon which he had  baloaal 
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: 
. Sere k the Congress(O) in Uttar heen building lis romantic hopes When Mr Shashi Bhiusan, 
| Fe sea) bapaen. io nthetowe sae bas i a publicity, has Ee ee _stat€ment ples 
ects oh the sist iare Adiinieten? : elikios Out to De the biggest flop OJ Imitec _ dictatomship" s 
: « ania pose ster's mias- ever. That he was given the long- peoplle were ‘inclined to dismiss 
a he eae ib Re sar est interview than any other Chief 4s an erratic gimmick of a headlig 
eee py ae cri or Minister or that he was comanended hunting politician. Buy with the p 
| et. But Sheikh Abdullah as a hard task master by Mr D. P lication of a long article on the sq 






























































himsell lias : "7 Jes L 
- lias wouched for her success Dhar should be no consolation be. Subject by him in an English dai ny 
; y effectiv 


me this p 
founiry 
WWerst eco) 


Ih Wilt ie ay is readiness : it i 
af 8 pA over. His readiness cause his RY A500sr0re Plan has Of Delhi, one wonders whether 
G@ help whe , i yj ) : é - ; is } 
in i Y ‘gle se seh in solv- heen slashed to Rs, 975 crores ot plea is just the casual outburst 
ry hation: ns” . - 
: ' problems should even Jess if the CMDA and Hooghly a irresponsible Congressman} 


} ee ie eee eee is uachucierk His master. course no one, Inot even Congim roblem 
Ions * er OntenT om al piece, CADI (which he gor author mén, wold accuse Mr Shashi ByP a 
| Bat tee ie Aer : oe ise ed by his able aide, Myr Pannalal san ol any high sense of respo ., 
his decision will nel confitc with Danii pts, and others) has heen bility He's known, to have -a i : Mrs 
\ treated as utterly bogirs, culiay penchany for stunts, — 
1 ube fioliy for self-dletermination of Mr Ray's promises of providing in this partieulap case, the fact digeaelly oe 
i pens al Jammu and Kashmir. so many thousand jobs in so Wwany very lew, if any Coneres [cadeeeaeing ’ 
| he ar eck as sid meee an days has already acquired the dimen- have disowned ot even disseng .. ei 
' in the past AE and nce, tne eat of a legend famous all over om a ENS SOARES a Oe hing aed 
| The stance which is now conkidened oy Mrs Paeaiieuee niet ae. ind Se pee Whateves 
unexceptionable was valid eround for Bete pees Mi Ray has added we Mass Indira Case Chere iber0n 
Whar must be the longest political nt more dimension to his capabi- said that a5 Se UREUN DE Tt ten BE 
Ee tac Prot oo pte. at Nees that Mr Ray for tatorship meant “No Press, no Ese = 
ep ee ae As untatheniable.. reasons could not liament and no Opposition to © De is 
ee secjeliite ities a Oe cemen, factory, the nylon is. yauloe agains: the ruling pag j 
Me rrerniieat cisteee tas’ Gene aciory, the alloy steel factory, the and went on ;o declare that "We 
Sheikh Abdullah. The Prime pees Sir ane — rise “i as _ a. ce eae 
eM ce eo oe pometal factory, for ‘atl jol which But wheat is the India we h rhe 
| ovey the sulky Muslim ‘yoters “of gers aa ee pee sears ue hie a - con food * 
Se Hee Ra cahengianana a over a yeu back. And so the Rs. 100- monopolisis serving vested intere ies & “t 
: er nk te ai Soy, crore investmeni! passibiltties nevel All thay the Government waits, the Bo. 
Ree he Sole rnc oe, # - the hight of Bay; With this he name ed diffusion of owners hcl 
settle the Kashmir isaure through +e wen ta a hae dey = chsa promised COC Me th COIS Toke ae ia 
te eee ‘e thé people of the State a string of rontrol over the Press as. on rag . ? ‘ 
dia anc Pisin, ? ea ae {ndustries within the next few and television—so as to serve q aa “a 
» months All these industries are exploiters better. The main ji acre wa 
outside the projects for which letters fication adv meed for “Ivmited q pire then 
P of inten, had been issued and un-  tatorship” is that Mrs Gandhi nem Bamine « 
Tall Promises used. For the sake of decency, let more power to deal with hoard places, 1 
us not name them, bu; we can as blackmarkete vs and such other Ley oa 
Mr Siddhartha Ray declared that sure Mr Ray that he is creating a /eyors of bla k money Che rati the Gow 
he had very good personal 1¢lgtfon- mighty problem for Mr Samntigopal ale is phony. Every poweh { pe = : 
shijs with the Wes, Bengal power of the Bengali jatra, He has been Mrs Gandhi has asked for, has ba? * 
: men and he was sure they would playing with grea, aplomb the roles given her by the people, Even ae : 
; not strike work Three days after, of Wither, Ram Mohun, Napoleor mstitutiongl checks and balan that _ 
the engineers gave a strike call. Subhas Bose, Otrheilo, Lenin and jrovided in he Constitution to] mere 
This is of course, a slightly better Marx. Unless he opts for « female aS constramts.on the arbitrariness had alr 
i record than President Giri’s, whose role and chooses to play Mrs Gan- the executive have been undergoil eevernn 
élarion ¢all for a moratorium om dhi, it is highly likely he would lke | rogressive atirition during the re or 
dtvikes was followed ‘almost imme- to play Mr Siddhartha Ray. But lew years bo thay extent, Ind iere 
| djately by the strike of U.P. power how would Mn Santigopal portray democracy has already been sert¢ = 
gonnes y 


engineers, him: as a windbag? ly enfecbled Furthermoer, sii 
the ith. 
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ame yhan « year and a half now 
fe iountry has been in a stute ol 
mergeny which confers an Gov- 
Mnment almost unlimited powers 
Mie Defence of India Rules, the 
Mintenance of Security 
Aco and = such emergency 
Miles laws whidh in the hands 
Mea Government honestly resolved 
Pcurlh crimes against the country’s 
ruthless 


Internal 
othe 
an 


Dlty gr economy can be 
giective. Yet it is precisely duy 
she this period of emergency thay the 


} 


lintry has been dragged into the 


Most Economic crisis since 1947. The 
moblem, thus, is nor of a lack of 
mowers, but of a lack of will, o1 


ther ability to exercise these pow 
ie, Mrs Gandhi's Goyernmen, has 
aly handled the country’s economy. 
Maying run short of alibis and ex- 
fuses, and pamicky at ithe swelling 
Hide of popular discontent, the rul 


ing party now wants «ao make 
Wiiateyer of democracy is leh a 
Seapecoa; for its failure. That the 


jplea ot inadequacy of powers 1s non- 
meme Mr Shashi Bhusan and his tribe 
Hiow quite well. 


In A Mess 


decide |india’s 


Liamnit- 


the people who 
ied, policy to 
is cupacity to bungle things, Tirst, 
ie decision to import 
was dclayed as long as possible. The 
his was underplayed and for quite 
Home time whe nation was told! that 
there was pathingtbo about 
Hut then the cat gor ouy of the bag 
Famine conditions appeared in matty 
Plies, and waders waking advantage 
Of the unprecedented bungling by 
ie Governmen over the takeover 
of the wholesale wheay trade raised 
prices and restricted supplies. Im 
ports became inevitable. by 
that time food prices on the world 


seem have ua 


foodgrains 


WOTTY 


Sut 


Marke; in a year of extensive drought 
had already started The 
Gevernmen;, did the wrong thing at 
He wrong time, And even when 
there clear indications thal 
imports of ay least & to 8 nvillion 
jones would be needed to tide ove: 
the diffieuliies, New Delhi preferred 


rising. 


were 


bQ7s 
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not to go straight to the point. In 
its wisdom, it decided to make the 
purchases in insfalmeénts, little rea- 
lising that neither 
plies would watt for it, 


prices nor sup. 
This policy 
of half-measures has now come home 
Ito The 
for which orders were initially plac 
ed and almos; all of which 
ready has made 
little difference ~o the food situation 
least 4.5 mil 
inevitable 
the 
supplies, 
little 
io have a 


Toast, two miillion ‘tonnes 


las al- 


reached the country 





Import Of another at 
tonnes has become 
In. fact, if the Government 
means and the avatlable 


it would ‘be better 


lion 
has 


lo £oO for a 


more for il & always sale 


litte margin in planning the food 
buelwet 

Bu, unfortunately the Governmen! 
has neither ghe méans noy the sup 


world has great 


The 


hardened 


marke; 
the 


plies 
ly 
the past few months, 
become a seller's market buy almost 
all she exportable 
ready been booked 
important supplier, has been hi, by 
drought Canada and Australia, 
still perhaps lef with some stocks, 


f 


within course of 


It has no, only 


surplus has al 
Argentina, at 


have shown. little response yo India’s 
overtures 10 have special credit ar- 
rangements and have indicated then 
straigh, acrossthe 


That 


here 


preference for 
board deals in hard currency 
leaves the United States 
also iy is reported that nearly 80 per 
cent of the aupplies expected during 
the June 
next lias already been contracted for 
With with 


shopping 


sut 


current year ending in 


countries coming 
Japan 
countries 


more 
some 


the 


and imereasing pres 


and 


bags 


Seuth American are 


latest to nrTrive— 


sure from U.S. traders, notably 
bakers, for restriction on exports, 
prices on the American market have 


zoomed. That wonder-boy of «he 
Food Ministry, A. P. Shinde, tried 
to shack the MPec sufficiently when 


he recently rattled off figures to show 
that American wheat would 
cosy $40 partly 
and partly for higher freight charges 
But he owes an explanation for the 


now 


more for price rise 


mess his minisory has made of food 
import plans. 
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Foundry Fluxes, Hot ‘Tops, Core 

Binders, Washes, Ladle Additions, 

Exothermics etc. for all Foundries 
and Steel Plants, 


Branches: New Delhi * 


Madras * Kanpur 


Bombay * 


* Jamshedpur 








Pakistan’s Role In The New U.S. Strategy—Il 


EVERTHELESS, 
well as 


the 
subsequent 
indicate a policy of maintaining 
American economic and political 
presence in Indy jand Bangladesh. 
Thus there has been no actual or 
projected diminution of American 
economic aid to India, and the U.S, 
has become the larges; aid giver to 
Bangladesh, In effect, India and 
Bangladesh offer the most clear cut 
example of peaceful co-cxiSstencey 
and of Russia’s junioy partnership 
in Pax Ametricania. 


Memos as 
decisions 


There were solid reasons for White 


House indifference to its liberal cri- 
tics’ warnings that she (policy of 
‘tiling’ toward Pakistan would Jead 
to loss of India to, Russtan influence. 
And there were good grounds for 
welcoming an. extension of Russia's 
role in ~he sub-continent. The risk 
of India tuming into a Seviet client 
under the leadership of the Congress 
party is abour as remote as Britain's 
entry into the Warsaw Pact under 
the prime ministership ol Harold 
Wilson, An intelligen, practitioner 
of realpolitik. 
conceive Of Mrs Gandhi 
jong term \policies on | {temporary 
irritation. <Atiter all, India [is one 
country to have cleadly profited 
fram its } “neutralisni’. \Thanks 
mainly to its hostility coward China, 


Kissinger could not 
£ 
basing her 


and its place as the second most po- 
pulotts country in the world, t; has 
been (he object of courtship by 
hoth the’ U.S.S.R. U.S.A soth 
have invested billions in rubles and 
dollars 1 build its 
match China's; since the Smo-Indian 
War both have contributed heavily 
to the modernization of its armed 
forces, Jy is difficult tO imagine 
India cutving off a primary source 
of support just because American 
waetoric cauded i, Some inconvent 
ence or anger, Dr Kissinger put 
the point rather succinctly when re- 
ferring to the Indian Prime Minister 
he told the W.S.A.G. meeting that 


md 


economy Lo 


EqpaL AHMAD 


“The lady is cold-blooded and tough 
and will nog turn mto a Soviet 
satellite mérely because of pique.” 
(New York Times, January 15, 1972. 
Text of Memo of December 8). 
India is also oné of the rare coun- 
tries which could be presumed ‘safe’ 
under Raissian influetice, even if the 
latter to extend beyond ,oler- 
able For in India the U,S. 
S.R. continue to favour the 
status quo under the anti-Chinese 
Indian National Congress jover an 
assumption of power by the Com- 


were 
Limits 
must 


munists who, despite the many rifts 
among them, constitute the only 
viable opposition movement in the 
country Foy if the Communists 
were LO come to power they would 
most likely be neutral in the Simo- 
Soviey dispute, Le., if the pro-Chin- 
dominate the 
Indga will be 


factions do not 
Hence 


ese 


eovertiment. 


‘safe for democracy’ even or especial- 


ly unde, Soviet tutelage, Much the 
same can be said abouy Bangladeshi, 
The pro-Western Awamj League 
leaders are assured of continued 
Soviet support and protection for 
the simple reason that the only al 
ternative to them are the Commn- 
nists and Jefedsts who are unlikelly 
to join the Russian crusade 
China, The facts phat the 
government coupled its intervention 
in Eas; Bengal with massive repres 
sion of the left in phe Indian half of 
Bengal, and that subsequently both 
Mrs and Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman have continued their as 
sault on the left without even mild 
disapproval from the U.S.S.R. only 
confirms this @xpectation. 

Mort the 
of Soviey role—and this has 
noticeable especially mm the field of 
armaments—in India and Bangjla- 
desh helps promote the single most 
important objective of receny Ame- 
rican \policy, viz: the stimulation of 
Sino-Soviet confrontation, and the 
military encirclement of China by 


against 
Indian 


Gandhi 


extension 
been 


importantly 


U.S.S.R. the U.S. is less 
rerested in multiplying jts-own 
circlément Of China, Bangladesh 4% 
Eastern India have practically 
value for it. On the ot 


Since 


stratevic 
hand expanding Soviet presence 
their South-Western Hank can 
percetved only as an ominous d@ 
lapment by the Chinese. 

The White House attitude) 
equanimity toward. the potential 
pansion of Soviet role did not 
tend ~o Wesr Pakistan, Maintaig 
its “integrity Pakistan’, @ 
Siamus as a  chlieny 3 
important to fhe U.S. 


5 as risked consideral 
criticism (Oo create the i 


sion of support for and solids 
the West Pakistani domina 
central government, Arid as the 

with India ‘entered pli 
the U.S. became genuinely coucel 
ed over the possibility that Dy 
might follow. up its victory in By 
Pakistan by pushing toward the Wi 
Bhe Anderson indicate ft 
concern in all the WSAG meeting 


nol 
Pakistan's 
were 

White 
public 


with 


its las; 


\] a | ICTS 


However, ip was nop until Decd 
ber 6 that the White House beg 
considering ways ,o prevent Ing 
“dismembering’ Pakistan. By (th 
day the Pakistani deferice in the Bi 
had crumbted, and 
had in fact 


America’s. [a 
been dismembered. 
this meeting, the C.LA 
Richard Helms thay 
practical purposes it (East Pakista 


direet 
stated lov 
is now an independeny, state ree 
nized by Ambassador Jot 
son sugvested that the “Pak arm 
Pakisain vould 


India,” 
forces now in E, 
held hostage.” His opinion was 


inforced by Genersl Westmoreli 
who noted tha; “there was no me 
of evacuating West Pak forces fy 
the East wing..." Whererpon le@ 
ing some 90,000 beleavnuered solidig 
of an allied nation in the lurch, J 
Kissinger stated ;ha; the mext stq 
of play will involve determining a 
attitude. towards the state of Barigy 
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files." 

According jo the Memo the meet- 
ing of December 6 “was devoted to 
Wie massive problems facing Bangla- 
ih as a nation” with Dr Kissinger 
Milicnting that “the problem should 
be studied However, the 
Mubiec of possible aid ta 
Pykistan is also to be 
Wil on a 
Me matter of Indjan redeployment 
hom Eas; to West was considered, as 
Dens the levality of the current ‘sea 
Hockade by India.’ The “close 
hol! basjs"” meant sivoply chat Pakis 
can would get military aid only if 


now. 
military 

examined 
hold basis. 


wery cloxe 


| ens Rn ote ve 
Tilia setmed determined to over- 
min its Western proy iWices “The 
Mevident,” indicagad Kissinger, ‘is 


Mb! inclined to let the Paks be de- 


Heated.” [sic] And Mr Sisco [State De- 


pirtment) “stated tha; from a poli- 
tical port of view our efforts would 
mve to be directed at keaping the 
Indians from ‘extinguishing’ West 
Pakistan.” A decision was made to 
WOOK inte the possibility of supplying 
gins to Pakistan quictly—through 
Sindy Arabia and Jordan 


Threat to West 

Augmented concern with the secu- 
tity of the Westerm wing of Pakistan 
fominatdd the Decem- 
ber & The war had stuffened on the 
Western front. C.LA, Director Helms 
Ieported chat Mrs Gandhi had. jndi- 
mitd that before heeding a U.N. 
tall she intends to straighten out che 
Southern wad Kashmir 
It is ..Mrs Gantthi 
mMiémpts to eliminate Pakistan's ar- 
mou 
Kissitiver was alarmed and obviously 
diared; “Dr Kissinger 
tha. the key issue tf the Indians turn 
oi Wes; Pakistan is Azad Kashmir 

,.. Lhe elimination of the Pak ar- 


meeting af 


border of 
reported that 
force capabilities, 


and ayy 


suggested 


moured and air forces would make 
ihe Paks defenceless. It would turn 
We, Pakistan into a client state. 


The possibility elicits a number of 
questions. Can we allow a U.S. allly 
6 go down completely [sic] while we 
patticipate in a blockade? Can we 
allow the Indians to scare us off, be- 
lieving ‘thay if US. stipplies are 
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needed that they will not he pro- 
vided?" On that day, for the first 
time Kissinger expressed douby over 
the US. ban on sales of arms ~o Pa- 
kistan: “Dr Kissinger sugg4sted that 
perhaps we never really 
what the real danger was when we 


analvzed 


were turning off the arms ~o Pakts- 


tan." (Tex; of Memo on  Indian- 
Pakistan War. New Fork Times, 
January 15, 1972). 


It is doubtful whether Indiag ac 


tually intended or had the capacity 
West Pakistan. But 
that Nixon and Kissinee: 


to “extingursh” 
if is clear 
feared that India was getting carried 


away by the momentum of its vic 
tory and was noe heedino earlier 
White House warnings to keep off 
the one half of Pakieran che U.S, 


wished to protect. In an interview 
in Timé Magazine Nixon too claim- 
ed that intellicetice 
community believe 
that there were forces in India push- 
ing for total victory. Once this per- 
ception rock hold, the White House 
made the mintmal moves needed to 
j of fightine on 
the Western Kine Hussein 
of Jordan was kept in a “holding 
pattern” @5s a conduit of earns to 
Pakistan.' India rectived warnings 
agains, pushing on to Wes; Pakis- 


American 
had reason to 


jhe 


escalation 
front: 


preven; 


tan. Enterprise, the nuclear  war- 
ship, showed flag in the Bay of Ren- 
val. President Nixon intervened 
with the Kremlin and tnduced De- 
puly Foreign Minister Vasily V 


Kuznetsov 1o journey to New Delhi 
Indian a 
Dhits 


16 followine 


favouring 
cease ‘ire, 
obtained on December 
the fall of Dacca and surrender of 
90,000 Pakistani The 
day, Z. A. Bhutto, |President-desi¢- 


nate of Pakisatn 


with warnings 


ceptance al Was 


soldiers. next 





and an erstwhile 
“Yankee baiter’ faced T.V. cameras 
the Western White House; 
his right hand raised, fingers cross- 
ed, he Pakistan “*he- 
holden” to America flor its 
ship and support. 

The importance of Wes, Pakistan 
to the U.S. derives, of course, from 
its Strategic valné as a state bounded 
by India, Iran, Afghanistan, China 


outside 


was 


friend- 


said «thay 


and U.S,S.R. But even more impor 
tant to the Amé€rican interest 15 its 
commanding location at the Tiltan 
Ocean's opening mto the Persian 
Gulf—the source of 609% of the 
The policy of 
maintaining an all American  .oot- 
hold in Wes; Pakistan whil€ creating 
a U.S.Sovier condominium In the 
rest of the sub-continent appears ta 
be related to Kissinger-Nixon 
strategy Of creating a new and de- 
pendable jpro-Western constellauen 
of power in the Mediterranean and 
Indian Ocean regions—an informal 
yet cohesive military network which 
would supercede the role, in that 
region, previously assigned to NATO, 
and to the ill-fated Baghdad Pact. 
Spain and Portugal at one end, with 
Turkey, Greece and Israel in the 
heartland, Iran and Pakistan are 
willed to constitute the eastern pri- 
Americatia. We are 
witnessing the developmen; of the 
Mediterranean. version of Nixon's 
“Southern Strategy.” 

The outlines of 
emerged during his 
tour in the fall of 1970; and were 
also discernible in the seemingly 
contradictory developments -associat- 


world’s oil reserves. 


the 


mates of Pax 


Nixon's design 
Mediterranean 


ed with the cease-fire along the 
Isracli-Egyptian front. In reports 
written at che time, I had painted 


Ou, thay the Roger's Plan, which in 
fact was drafted by Kissfager's staff ; 
in the White House, net by Rogers’ 
in the State Department, with 
tactical 


IS 


men 
promoted to abtain 
eains rather than to achieve a Middle 
East the ULN, 
Security ' Gounc!! Resolution of 
November 22, 1967 Tt is 
fact that the cease-fire brough, about 
by the abandoned Rogers’ 
Plan accomplished the tacticajl ob- 
(a) defuSing the ~“Arab- 
Israeli conflict and freezing the situa- 
tion ~o Israel's advantage; (b) Te 
ducing the risks of U.S.-U.S.S.R. con- 
frontation: (c) slowing down the 
influx of Soviey arms into Egypt and 
erowing influence in the Middle 
East ap a time when the Egyptian 
deployment of defensive SAM missiles 
and the arrival of Sevietilown Migs 


sone 


settlement besed on 
now a 


now 


jectives of 
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in che area were regarded as dis- 


turbing developments in 







and ikolarine the Palestinian ‘resis- 
tance who chen became a relatively 
tusy farger of King Hussein 
Visit To 6th Fleet 

Nixon's 1970 wisit to rhe Sixth 
Fieet, his first tip abroad as P ‘e81- 
dent, under-scored 
his government 


yon, 










the importance 
attached to the re- 
The visit to the Fleet was ex- 
pected to be an exercise in gunboat 
(liplomacy, but the manner in which 
he conducted i) suxprised many ob- 
servers. He skipped France altoge- 
ther. The stopover in Italy was a 
formality, as was the return through 
Londen, Nixon set the tone of thts 
four the declaration in Rome 
that “one of the primary indispens- 
able principles of American policy ts 
io maintain the necessary strength tm 
the Mediterranean”. (New York 
Times, September 28, 1970). In the 
Vatican, Pope had his 
} i contrasted with 
‘ the reminder that the “President of 

thre nation in the world” 
hati come to visit “the mightiest mili- 
tary force which exists in the world 
on any ocean” 













with 









mualeable 
‘spiritual power” 


a 







strongest 







| The scene then shifted to the air 
t craft carrier Saratoga whidh had 
: been poised in a well coordinated 

plan with Israel, American officials 

later confirmed, for mtervention in 

Jordan in case Syria entered the 
P hantle Palestinian resistanee 
matte unexpected gains the battle 
agaist Pluussein : Yuroslavia, 
Span, | and Display 
strength, sabre-ratiling. flaj-showing 
are importan, ingredients in Kissin- 
i rér’s concep, of imperial diplomacy; 
4 and they are congenial to Nixon’s- 
temperament, He resentful of 
Abdel Nasser for dying at an incon- 
yenien, time, for i led to the can- 
céllation of the Fieet’s elaborate dis 
play of fire power. Max Frankel of 
the New York Times, on board with 
Nixon, reported him wondering 
“How would the Russians or the 
Israelis regard a ipresident who could 
be driven off his course by the Egyp- 
tian leader, even in death". 








or the 
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Greece. of 






was 

















He was 














§ 





Washine- 
ren; (dl) further dividing ~he Arabs, 
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worried too that Tite migh;y cancel 
his invitation. Ba, the surviving 


grandee of the neutralist blec passed 
by the funeral of his avowed friend yo 
wine and dine Nixon during the week 
when Arab people burred Abdel 
Nasser and under intensified attack 
10,000 tons of U.S. bombs fell on 
Vietnam. That week Nixon learned 
ali important ‘socialist 
realism’ which would later help in 
dealings with China and U,S.S.R. 
Armaments supplies 
had been 


fact abou, 


Greece 
two weeks ear- 
lier despite protests from tmfluential 
European and 


to 
resumed 


American groups, 
4. Presidential visit yo Greece, how- 
ever, deemed inoppontune at 
the time. Hence while Nixon visit- 
ed Franco, Defense Secretary Laird 
was in Athens giving what he des- 
cribed as “high priority” to the 
modernization of Greek forces, (New 
York Times, October 5, 1970). The 
“modernization” of the junta has 
since continued on a bilateral basis as 
well as under the cover of NATO. 
The ¢nlargemen; of U.S. armaments 
aid to Greece and expansion of U.S. 
naval activities In Greek ports are 
now well known facts. Similar de- 
velopments obtain in the case of 
Turkey, and Iran; Spain and Por- 
tugal 


Was 


Chief Constable 

If these states are beine readied to 
act as‘sentinels, Israel appears to have 
been allotied the role of chief cons- 
table, It fits all the specifications 
of ideal surrogate, Its military 
performance jn 1967 bas been a mat- 
ter of unabashed envy to the Vte*- 
nam frustrated Chief of General 
Staff. ts Air Force is regarded as 
an éffective deterrent agains, Syrian 
or Iraqi attacks on friends and allies 
in the ofl rich kingdoms. Between 
France and India it is the only power 
to enjoy the nuclear option, Its 
technological sophistication reassures 
U.S. officials who have deep faith 
in 'the d€cisive power of machines. 
Above all, the economic and mil- 
1aty dependence on the U.S. is view- 
ed as being permanent; hence its 
stability as an ally is presumed. The 


au 





image is of Sparta in service of Rag 






An irresistible opportunity, Ag 
result, Since September 1970 Hey) 
Congress has given the White Hogs a 3 
wha, ithe Times has described Heel che 
“the most open-ended arms buyt fervat 
progranune im the world.” (Nag peren) 
York Times. September 29. 1970 Pica: 
And the Honourable John M@gl.5.5! 
Gormack, the Speakey of the Hous ust 
said with an mjured note of supegion 
prise: "lL have never seen in my yOware 
years as a member of this bo Iu 
[Congress] language of this ‘kaygpand | 
used in an Authorization or in) geemerves 
appropriation bill.” Consequentt Sovict 
Israel armed with the most advance ixon 
offensive weapons im the conventidl lowins 
al arsenal of the U.S. has become tf in Gl 
great. power of ithe Middle East, N the € 
other coutttry in the world ever Gas Gt 
joyed so complete q commitmet Middl 
from the U.S. And no other state train? 
history achieved status as a great t Viet 4) 
gional power almost entirely on ThweRe ¢ 
basis of foreign support. It is ong U, 
in this context thay, one can explai Lat 
active Israeli campaigning of the may MeCess 
election’ of Nixon, the Zionisy lobbigg mulanc 
rejection. of McGovern, and Nixon was * 
statement that there can be no viata a chal 
security for [srael withou,g US. mill rican 
tary aid to Greece. an ¢ 
A country like Pakistan cannggy want 
expect $0 exalled ia phice. Tts ra brodu 
is to remain inhospitable to | Midi 
Seviet Union, particularly to f in Ni 
navy. While expansion of some US Soviet 
naval facilities there could be & advan 
value, Hence preparations are bath 
dey wavy for the development d@ Hean 
port facilities in Pasnr and Gawad movr 
along the Mekran Coas; overlookii forcib 
the Persian Gulf. As » Must yee 
state which i neither Persian: nf Sratc 
Afab, Pakistan is alse ideally situae tical 
ed to help and administer the di ded 
puted oi Sheikhdoms of the Guy mS 
Hence with American blessings a short, 
British help it has established mi mak 
tary and policy advisory missions il Th Thi 
Muscat, Oman, Abu Dhabi, a strate 
Kuwait. For | 
The assumptions which define ig SHUT 
US. stratery in the Mediterraneal + ini 
and Indian Ocean region need fi Th 
briefly capttulated. First, a basig powe 
Bure 
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me ol the Nixon-Kissinger diplo- 
maaty is x certain suspicion of U.S.S.R. 
ea tival and potential challenge 

the parameuntcy of the U.S, In- 
HMational insiabslity is viewed ‘as 
WMienijally disadvantageous ta Ame- 


He, tence US. policy toward 
WSSR combines elements of con- 
Miitmen, atc confrontation in some 
Meons, of cooptation and — selective 
ewarls in others. 

In the Mediterranean, Red Sea, 
mi Persian Gulf regions, it per- 


ives its hegemony threatened by 
Soviet “intrusion”, Ofierals in ‘the 
Witon governmeng believe that fol- 
Wing the Johnson-Kosygin meeting 
Wt Glassboro, the U.S. miscalculated 
the extent of ambition and 
Ms capability for penetration in the 
Middle East. As a result, hey re- 
maintd sanguine (over growing So- 


Soviet 


Vict influence in the urea. Example 
Was cited of Soviet military missions 
mM ELAR. 

Lacking 


necessary tor 


sizable <aircraft-carriers 


air-combag and deep 


Pinland penetration, the Russian navy 


Wa considered meapable of posing 
Achallenge yo the Sixth Fleet, Ame- 
fiean officials had felt sure that in 
m elfoyy to ‘overcome this disad 
vantage, the U.S.S.R. shall not in- 
Woduce ‘Soviet personnel fn the 
Middte. East, as it had noy done so 
in North Vietnam, The news that 
Soviet pilots mighy be manning the 
hivancect MIG's in U.A.R. destroyed 
hovh sumptions and aroused Ame- 
fiean concern to the exteny tha, the 
hormally cool Dr Kissinger spoke of 
forcibly ejecting U.S.S.R. from Egypt. 
Second, the région in question 1s 
Mrategically and economically too cri- 
fital go allow for a policy of “co- 
existence’ such as the one obtaining 
nS, Asia. The fulure 
shortage of gas supplies 
makes Middle only 
A major source of profit bug the most 


projec ted 
and oil 
Eastern oil no; 


modern times. 
this re- 
an economic but 


siratewic resources olf 
Voy the West to control 
Source is noy only 
q military necessity 

Third. the fear that American 
power is slipping from both Western 
Europe ‘and the Mediterranean re- 


1975 
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gion is enhanced by the belief that 
France (for reason of “Gaullist chau- 
vinism’') and Italy (because of "in- 
stability and leftward swing”) haye 
unreliable allies. Tn Great 
Britain, Washington rekains ja ‘lin- 
gering hope and trust. But 
its economic problems, and the iso- 
Jationise {mood lof sts people, the 


become 


oTVE nh 


United Kingdom is expected to con- 
tinue to “abdicate its’ responsib.h- 
Hes’ as a world power. As a result, 
officials envisage a gradual elinina- 
tion of NATO activities in the Me- 
diterranean, and wish to replace it 
with a new alliance of more 


or less dependent, on U.S. economic 


states 


military 
Mercenaries 
Fourth, given the economic and so- 


and power, 


cial pressures at home, the U.S. gov- 
ernment foresees the Impossibility of 
commutting more military personne! 
abroad. In order to avoid s¢rious op- 
foreign 
operational costs 


position to aN aggressive 
policy, to reduce 
of deploying large numbers of Ame- 
rican soldiers and to prevent the re- 
surgence of “neéd-isolationis, senti- 
ments” in America, the government 
1s seeking 10 minimize direct inyolve- 
meng of American “boys” abroad by 
makine maximum use not only of 
technology, but also of mercenaries 
and surrogates. Thus, the Mediter 
ranean is witnessing not only the 
emergence ol a “Southern Strategy”, 
the application of “Nixon Doctrine” 
to the Mediterranean, but 
special brand of “Vietnamization”. 

Fifth, i, appears clear that U.S. 
policy under Nixon prefers the ctea- 
tion of regional constellations of 
pro-Western allies based on bilateral 
ties with the U.S. rather than on 
formal collettive security pacts [a- 
under Truman and 


also a 


voured Kisen- 
hower. 
ger’s correct assessmen;, of «he disad- 
vantages which accrue to the leading 
member of formal collective security 
arrangements. A set of allies each 
tied by separate bilateral agreements 
power gives ihe 
latter manoeuvrability and control 
unobtarlnable jin collective arrange- 
1s a tribute to the flexi- 


to the paramouny 


ments. Th 


This trend is based on Kissin- 


bility of this arrangement «lia, coun. 
tries such as: Musitm Pakistan, Arab 
Jordan, fascist Greece, militarist 
Turkey can all fit in phe same alliance 
without causing any embarrassment 
ts themselves, each other, or the 


paramount powcr. 


Lastly, i, is noteworthy that, with 


the exception of Israel and Pakis- 


tan, all the primary agents in this 
configuration of power are fascist ov 
Close 


proto-lasers; governments 


analysis of recent U.S. role in the 
making and survival of regimes m 
Greece and Turkey indicates a COols- 
cious preference in Washington for 
wha, may be deseribed as “develip- 
mental fascism’, This preference 75 
pragmailic and stems from the quest 
Alliance UIs 


is unlikely (6 be a popular posture 


of stability. with ithe 
in any country of ~he region except 
Israel (whose population apparently 
believes such a relationship to be 
basic to their security). Hence no 


clemoc ral ic Ove! nment can sustain 


i, for too long. Only a tyranny can 
keep the lid on spopular demand for 


a neutraliss or independent foreign 


policy. Spain and Portugal are view- 
ed as examples of the success and 
suiatbiliry for underdeveloped na- 


tions of national fascism wedded yo 


economic growth. 


(Coneluded) 


(From Pakistan Forum, Ganacda) 
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Book Review 


INDIA'S MONOPOLY PRESS 
By Sumanta Banerjee 
An IFW] Publication 
Paperback. Rs, 7.50 


 cSSeeaeoxenn appointed by the 
Govertment of India) to look 
the Indian Press 
abou a score of years ago concluded, 


into the working of 


on phe strength of evidence before it, 
tha, a paper owntd by businessmen 
or industrialists would adopt edito- 
ral policies that would advance the 
interests of montybags in general 
and/or the particular business inter- 
ests or comunitments of its proprie- 
tors. Nor only that, when it comes 
tO mews items, ft, would just throw 
the norms of objective reporting to 
the four winds and load them with 
the philosophy of the primacy of 
private capital. To arrive at exact- 
ly the same conclusion, Mr Banerjee 
mikes a crosssection study of} the 
teporting of and editorial comment 
Of certain major “events' in the In- 
dian political scene, during the years 
1969-71 published in the major Eng- 
ish dailies. The author calls i! 
‘content analysis'—fthe aim of which 
is ‘to dyaw qualitative conclusions 
from quantification of ¢he incidence 
of certain ilem or items in the field 
of research. Evidently this method 
is a brand of piecemeal empiricism 
which is bound to give a distorted 
image of the réality, 

Each of the nine sections or chap 
ters in this book bristles with quota- 
tions from re- 
ports about “major” like 
the choice of President-elect, 
bank Matiorvalisation, privy purses 
and the mid-term poll. The papers 
quoted are the Delhi editions of 
The Statesman, the Indian Express, 
The Hindustan Times, The Termes 
of India and Patriot, The quota- 
tiens bring home the fact that while 
the first nwo spared no pains 0 
underline the precipitous oulcome 
of Mrs Gandhi's cconomic ‘adven- 
turism’ and political ‘expansionism’, 
the Jast one found each and evety 
move by Mrs Gandhi one definite 


editorial pite es or 
issues 
the 


5 


after another towards ‘soctalism’ 
and lauded every ace of hers to the 
skies. The rémaining two steered a 
cautious middle course, By the time 
of the midterm poll, The Slatesman 
and The Indian Express almost sug 
gested that the people of India had 
found oue Mrs Gandhi and decided 
to ditch her and her henchmen, while 
Patriot harped that the people had 
discovered in her person their real 
leader. The Hindustan Times and 
The Times of India slowly gave up 
their newtralist. posture to veer 
round steadily towards Indira. 
From the appendices, we learn that 
while The Statesman was controlled 
by the Tatas, Martin Burn, Guest, 
Keen & Williams and Mafatlal, The 
Indian Express was owned by the 
Goenkas and Dalmia, The Hindwus- 
tan Timés was owned by the Birlas 
and The Times of India by Sahu 
Jain. Therefore while the four 
major dailies are controlled by top 
monopoly houses, Patriot is an  ex- 
ception in chat its principal share- 
holder is no monopoly house bat 
the Dr A. V. Baliga foundation. 
Hence its news presentation and 
editorial comment were different. 
For example, on the eve of the mid- 
term poll, ‘agains, the /bitter anti 
Indira stand of The Indian Express 
and Jihe Statesman, and the cau- 
tious, sit-on-the-fence attitude of 
The Himdustan Times and The 
Times of India, Patriot, Mr Baner- 
jee says, was able Lo give a more ob- 
jective piloturc, pf the developing 
Situation, What was. che situation ? 


step 


The author says that thie situation was 
one of “vas; wpsurge tha, had swept 
across the country against the vested 
interests’. The author wants 
us to beheve that Mrs Gandhi was 
leading this phenomenal 
This is where 
Banerjee leads 

That apart, he more ques: 
tions than he answers. The ques- 
tions are: (1) Why did rhe mono- 
poly houses differ on the issue of 
the Congress party split and Mrs 
Gandhi's rise to power? (2) Why 
did The Times of India and The 
FHindirsian Times swerve from 


upsurge. 
the radicalism of Mr 
us. 

taises 









































them dnutial anti-Tadira line to 
cautious and careful pro-Indiva ong 
¥3). How far. did Mrs Gandhi's @ 
gime chatige the government pollig 
towards the monopoly houses? ( 
How far dic our people really cam 
for like ‘bank ni 
tionalisauion and abolition of pri 
purses? (5) In coull 
jindira’s rise to power be at all call 


such measures 


whip 


SETISC 


a change f 


Mr Banerjee does not answer anges 
of thesé questions. He is only happiiinn 
to. chew the old cud + a paper is aft 
all the mouthpiece of its owng 


Because the newapapler business 7 
a highly capitalintensive alfair, uf 
owner is move often than not a mi 
nopoly house. Hence a pa} 
voices the interests of the monopdlj 
hhouse that 

Coming to the analysis of two mi 


controls it 


jor English dailies published fro I 
Calcutta, Mr Banerjee shows he rh 
deliberately proceeding from fala i 


information, they raised the bogy 4 
Statesman, were working in the i 
Calcutta jus; to undermine the ‘lef 
Governmen, in West Bengal. Th 
two dailies then, particularly TT 
Statesman, were working in she if 
teres, Of Indira and her Congresy 
"Whatever else the Indian monopo 
Press might be accused of iy cai 
never be charged with inconsistency9 
—says Mr Banerjee. Unfortunate 
we cannot say even this for hin 
He jis remarkably sileny on the issu 
of the spring ¢hunder in Naxalban 


and the reaction of oulr dailies tip}, 
that, This silence is very COMB yy: 
quent. Tp perhaps also explain 


why he underplays the white terrot 
let loose in West Bengal by «ie 
Government in the wake of the pea 
sant révol, in che State and the wa 
the néwspapers jprepated an jelab@ 
rate jexcuse for thatl 

Mr Banerjee makes much of 
minor contradiction between the G 
ernment and the monopoly house 
or rather between the comprador 
bureaucrat capltal and comprado 
capital ‘and completely ignores thé 
real and major 
tween our masses and the combing 
of the above two, ]. Poe 


contradiction  hé 
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va line to 
re-Indiva on 
Gandhi's : 
mment polls 
houses? (4 
le really cay 
@ ‘bank yh 
ion 


By 


Eidea of filming Ashanti Sanket 
wis hatched about a deca 
of priya Since then, it had been going 
seise coul@and out of 
= aO-all call Hplition becaus 


the director's con- 


many | roblems 


realisation 


fin 


Mex i the way of its 
ane mported by Satyajit 
: otily happ ny Of his interviews) —the pro- 
Apr IS allem of getting a suitable actress for 
is owner poncipal role, the 
business: SEhlem of shooting in the villages, 
© iiffair, the problem of the director's 
a not a me ea pation 

a Papel 
€ Monopoly 


C aswel Ray 


female 


pre 
films 
OM top of everything may be 
divector’s 


with his urban 
about 


the 


own hesitation 


Hight moment for making 


of two ma-Mlin 


During ithe food movement 
shed frony bb, asked abou; the necessity 
hows how Mireatine the 1943 famine when 


from falseqiy identical crisis Was menacing the 
he bogy of ity, Satyajit Ray replied that 
mM the ins then the thing would be too 
e.the ‘lefr’ ; 
Bal, “These 
atly The 
in she in. 
Congress | 
monopoly 


pe yo lend an element of objecti- 
ii approach and so he would 
Pelt? to do the film at a later date, 
i seems a sor, of poetic justice 
i when the film at last comes to 
: the spectre of 1943 is again rear- 
Of je canMB its head, spiralling, 
nSistency" ger andl death stalk the country 
ortunately Bie and Calcutta pavements at 
for him, filling up with crowds be 
the issue WP jood. ‘The thunder is 
Naxalbary stant. 
tlailies try The original story of Ashani Sanket 
‘Cry more a prognosis of the 1943 dis. 
explains than a pioture of the disaster 
te terror aMiband the film is rather faithful 
by the Phe spiri, of the original despite 
the pea- Bite minor 
the way Village is established in the title- 
M iclabo- Biivcnce through some beautifully 
mMposed static shdts. imparting ta 


Prices ary 


aré 
ing 


very 





ro} 


elo. 


deviations tn detail, 


hoof a Wiha of “sonar Bangla” quality to 
the Gov. me images. Whe characters save 
“houses ple pedsants and the family of 
prador- Meaisacharan, the only Brahmin in 


IPI Got 


He nrea, is regarded as the euardian- 
ned the 


Heel of the villagers. Gangacharan 


) a . it 

Z os mves on smal, <leceptions and 
t a 

ic quite relishes the awe and reve- 
_— fice of his neighbours and proudly 
L938 
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Chocolate-cream Hunger 


\ Firm Crrric 


flaunts his importane to ‘his jwife 
\nanga, a woman of nymph-like 
charm and paiagon of human vir- 
tues. ‘The first half of the film is 


a cameo sketch of the locale and the 
and the 

and rhe 
But gradually the sle¢py 


characters, accent is on 


Gangadharan tricks of hie 


trade. yil- 


lage wakes np with a rude shock 


when reports of rice-shortage cunie 


from outside. The small, sheltered 
workl of Gangacharan gets a naSty 
iolt. The danger soon hits the vil- 
lage. Rice becomes scarce; begging 
and borrowing do no; help. A wo- 
man coming from another village 
dies of starvation and the film ends 


with the shattering realisation by 
Gangacharan and his wife that some 


body could die of starvation, The 
last shot shows a procession of fa- 
mished millions slowly filling np 
the s¢ ren 

Satyajid Ray's unesrine eve for 


detail, his keen sense of proportion 
and his usual restraing in depicting 
events and emotions, the spontaneity 
visual fact all his 
artistic virtues are again reflected jn 
this film, lyrical 
of his familiar style has given way 


of his style, in 


The slow, 


tem! eY 


to a staccato rhythm and the scenes 


never los€ dramatic intensity even 
when they aye stripped of false 
theatricality. Intense also are the 
moments Of personal drama, the 
genial, light-hearted manner in 
which the tender scenes between 
Gangacharan and his wife are 


the 
thye world in- 
vades the idyllic charm of ther inti- 


handled, or 


merits 


tense, agonised mo- 
when outside 
mate life, The colour fs very plea 


sant to look at, specially the change 


of seasons has been captured with 
a& pare mastery registering each 
subtle nuance of the change with 
magnificent effecy on the sereen 


Phe pastoral beauty of the landscape 


has also come off with splendid 
effect. Not much, however cin be 
said about the use of colour to 


achieve a particular psychological 


effect, or to highlight phe changing 


moods 


in the film as can be seen mm 
film shifts 


mood to 


Kanchenjungha. As the 


from is gay, halfcomi 


sombre, sad tones, the colouy does 
little to 


ine the telling nse of 


‘an 


reHect the change except 


few silhouettes 


as presages of doom. Nor {s colour 
agtistically sed to emphasise the 
tonal difference of the skin Lo 
accentuate the gap between fie %o- 
cial classes, the Brahmins and the 
people of low origin (this was pint 
of Satyajit Ray's intention fox using 
colour, as expressed by him in a re 
cent intery.ew) There js also sou 


self-conscious, oxer-indulgen, and 


purely dtcorative nusé of colour, Tike 


the parade of a red sari amc lush 
green, or he blue shirt af Jadu 
coitrasted with the red bricks, which 


are fine to look at as picees of for- 


mal designs, but ultimately adding 
nothing much to the content of the 
filam. 

Soumitra Chatterjee stands ont 


brilliantly among the mdividual per 
formers in his portrayal of . Gan- 
gacharan, his odd mixture of erafti- 
ness and tender feelings, his pangs 
of conscience when he has to stoop 
to anything to get a baeful of rice 
and bis final, helpless surrender to 
destiny, all these difficult shades of 
his charactes beautifully con. 
veyed thtough his sensit*ve 
In fact, Soumitra Chatterjec 


dharan perfectly embodies the. arche- 


are 
acting, 


Ganga- 


type of the common man, the first 
and easiest victim of all socio-econo- 
mic (disasters. But in spite of his 
oifidiandne achievement, the hand- 
ling of other characters is nop ab 
ways effective. Babita looks and 
sounds false with her chocolate- 
cream bearing and urban +lietion 


(it is surprising why the director has 
her tines while 
re- 


dialect into 


duaject tendering, is 


nol put 
Soumttra’s 
markable and there .is no indication 
of Ananga's upbringing) 
and the mmor village-types: lack the 
authentic touch. Only Sandhya Ray 


urban 


and Gobindo Chakrabarti manage 
to invest their rolés with some cre- 
dibili'ty. 
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Form and Content 

But a Satvajiy Ray film 
jsp be Tey off with a mere acade- 
tic discussion about its artistic vir- 
When Ray 
makes a film, a certain level of for- 


cannot 


tues oy drawbacks. 
mal excellence is taken for granted 
and the assessment should not be 
lirmited to a 
efuagi lugs 


listing Of cinematic 
which must always ba 
there in ahe work of a master like 
him. And when he makes a film 
about an important social issue like 
the [943 famine phe content becomes 
aS Importuun, as the form itself and 
Whe film should be judged in _ its 
totality, by the achieyemenr of the 
ulivmate goal, the harmony between 
form and content. And this is 
where Ashant Sanket, in spite of its 
isolated umoments sof atttistre great- 
ness, fails to have any crushing im- 
pact on the viewers asa social docu- 
menl. Now whar has gone 
with the film and what has happened 
to tts maker who in the past gave 
social sagas like us the Apu trilogy ? 

In is latesy film, Ray has gone 
back to the village as he has again 
sibhutibhusan to be his 


wrong 


chosen 
source-material after a corsidérable 
gap of time. jut between his tirst 
und latest feature film, many 
things have intervened, changing his 
entire attitude. He. has 
much inhibited in his 


mitch too chary of showine life im 


bes Ome 
approach, 


the raw, trying to avotd the seamy 
side and the ruthlessness in portray- 
ing both the objective and the sub- 
jective world which made the trilogy 
so much real, slredding off the ro- 
mantic swectie-pie of Bibhutibhusan’s 
wriginal outlook has gone ou of 


Ins system. Isheani Sanket be- 
trays Satyajit Ray’s 


sion co beautify 


all Ine obses- 
evedything, .o 
mellow down every cmotion and to 
stretch his theory of understatement 
to a dead end 


and ‘Situations lose ~heir rationale ot 


where «actions 


motivation, From the very besin 
ning when Ananga looks ar some 
bombers ancl compares them to some 
beautiful storks eliding across the 
sky tO the last sequence when the 
procession of famine-stricken people 
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looms on the horizon and Ananga 
disclosing her pregnancy to. her hnus- 
band, her flippant 
pletely washing out the tragic effect 
of the momentous las; shot, the film 
constantly ‘glies to tone down the 


attitude coni- 


elfece Of the impending catastrophe 
and soak everythine and everybody 
m a kind of dewy-eyed innocence. 
During the firs; half, this approach 
foes in cune with the material, but 
in the second half, this is definitely 
the harmony  be- 
tween form and content ts lost, This 
téndenicy of pre tification has a dis- 
effact on 


disturbing and 


astrous characterisation 
also, and even the tragedy of a 
village woman selling her body for 
food lacks poignance, the village 
women’s search for food in the jun- 
gles becomes a sort of picnic excur- 
sion, the final dé€ath and = the 
erosion of human values when a 
eirl steals food from the dead turns 
into a dumb affair. There are at- 
tempts at lingroducing jserdid ele. 
ments with a vengeance, such as the 
looting of the grainshap which 1 
badly staged and ‘does nol sevve any 
effective purpose and an attempted 
rape scene that is ‘horoughly me- 
dundant, except, umaly iba, for the 
dir€ctor's desire to sméar the sereen 
with the streams of Eastman colour 
blood. Even the the use of titles, 
headlines and newsphotos to indi- 
cate the price-rise and the advancing 
famine fails to click, because i, does 
not originate from the basic approach, 
which is an idealised picture ol 
pastoral Bengal and the 
embellishments of the surface hide 
the complexities and Lhe eyimness 


gleaming 


ol an agonised society 

Commenting on Sukhdetw’s Indra 
'67, Satyajit Ray once said thay he 
was not much drterésted tn Sukh- 
dev's accent on the contrast between 
rags and riches in a developing In- 
dia, buy he was fascinated by thé 
subtle excellence of the visual  de- 
tails brought alive on the screen hy 
Sulihdev’s camera and editing. This 
attitude, often the easy escape for the 


ivory-tower aesthéte, colours his 
Own approach in Ashani Sanket, In 


his preoccupation with formalist 


1 Ppstick. | 
exercises, he skirts important soliiking 
issues, avoids making statements eaitional 
taking sides. Bot when you mak@itee, mee; 

majbr social CIGD Slirpst 
mere observation and reporting Mepaced b: 
not tnough, reflection and (posilie Parnity: 
epresen! 
Bis lier. 
ishhani Sanket, Bite ts -als: 
all hoped that this time he wiiys in th 


film ‘about a 




















assertion of youy views are also j 
rative. When Ray announced 
plans of making 


use his consummate arastry in 


eaclents, 
taegonist: 
important chapter in our social Mijn and 1 


truchtul and stark reareation of 


tory. We all hoped thar we wa L into 
again find the man who stood WHRS dntrod 
hi's head high leading the silent fiir, the) 


cession in memory of the food tiijed as th 
vement martyrs in L966. Bur pmalies. 
the procession has marched forwiiie, exper 


The leader has straggled behind 


A New Talent 


The essence of the clas 


perience 
nealj ou 
ieasure (0 
B The her 


; PArIS-traing 
comedy da idexivedl Tron the ai i hims 


maly in the human condition iim ond t 
Chidananda Dasgupta in his Mi modi 
feature venture Bilet Pherat has Giinier an 
em a big risk jn choosing a (iii design. 
which has new 


jOmses fo 
wer they 
Biahioes } 
wage hi: 


siluation become 
worst of worn-ouy cliches qhrough 
current use. He has based his fj 
on a comic treatmen, of the pred 
ment which three young men, 

chavacdarg of, thy three KIMOMRS in 
stories in the film, find themselv@ he poe: 
on (their return from abroad Beople ati 
been able to Lift Mise him 
formula-mat Boils in ol 


from the level of mediocrity by i, ys 


Daseupta has 
conventionalised 


sophisticated approach to the sul ad the b 
enlivening it with flashes of vilagy min t 
and verbal wit. He has not pillgi ihe 
his chaacters, nor has he pu; i istant pl: 
on a pedestal, He has foousset peuum. 

the real dilemma whidh one f mes. the 


on coming back home after J Md squab 


ciliatror 
rity a 
wine fi 
Behe vocal 


years of absence in the ‘West, 
fdeling of a peculiar void, a 
of non-belonging, the attempt 
re-identification 
cap berween the the ‘past and 
present orientation, The ¢lirt 


and. bridging 


Peres pra Por Fron 
has done it well through a « MOPULA 


nation of an intelligent comedi 
manners, a stinge of black hug 
and some creative piece of bois 


Wear Ban 
hhacira, 


EPTEME 
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patick, 
peiie 
Bulifional comedy and the slapstick 
nh you mak@ie meer on 
social evel slapstick 
reporting: @ 


He has been ‘successful in 


iportant sd the trends. the 


statements 


two 


&® common eround 
always 
aiel by some inanimate objects; 
} and posit furniture and the gadgets to him 


camedian is 


are also intl been «6the )6anomalies of his 
mnounced Mition, The : rad{uional comic 


ni Sanket, 
me he 


Dis ulso haunted by contradic- 
ms in the shape ol 


midents 


wo some absurd 


aruistry in Dasgupta has placed his 


reation ol 


RMennists in some anomalous Situa- 


our social Mijirand to infuse the slapstick ele- 
hat we wou 
ho stood wi 


the silent py 


j itto his narrative pattern, he 
lilroduced some 
S the bull, the ‘donkey 
the foocl Med as the representations of those 
66, Bue al Mialies. The result of 
iched forwalliiiy experiment is a 
ed behind. 


concrete  ob- 


and 


this com- 
breezy screen 
mrienece and when the average 
Migili cinema is in a 
Bisire to new alent 


stig hero of the first episode is a 


rut, i is a 
welcome a 


the Classi trained painter trying to relo 
ont the Lt himself into the Indian situa- 
condition a and to adjust with his moody 
i ae Bl modish | wile, part-ume 
‘ 1 ner and a whole4ttime advertis- 
wing a Ug Pitigner, he often feels lost in 
become Hew set-up. But a bull which 
les whrough Wises 10 chase the couple when- 
based his fifty they ake on a scooter-ride, 
of the predi moves ‘ evebything for ,him. Lo 


ng men, 
reek Lijfievd 
themselves 


mee his wife who threatens to 
it iin unless the bull is gor rid 
out to different 
he has, 


he joes 


abroad , mple and the 
He to lift U hin a 


rmula-mater in the 
tioeraty by: Mit his private, emotional world 
to ghe sulbjay the bul! 
shes ol Vien tn this process, 50 
Ss not, pillor 
he pur Wi 
as focussed 
high, one fy 


meet 
experiences 
fecline jof involvement 


outer objective world 
becomes the catalytic 
much so 
penn thc bull is packed off to some 
etant place, both feel a Sense of 
im, The intimate, 
més; the couple’s little quarrels 


domestic 


ie iter il sqiabbles and the ultimate re- 
ve West, “Bitiliation have been treated with 
vot, a s¢ ifity and restraint and with 
le atlern pts muine flair for vital eleo'ance. 
bridging ftvocative photography, specially 
past and 

The «ired 
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of the indoor 
commendable  feature- 
debut by Dhruvajyeti Basu, 
Institute 
burt 


the delicate 
scenes ta 


textures 


camera 
allimmus) and a 
effective 


have added to the inypact of the film. 


a Poona 
sparing, use jof musik 
rhe bull-chase sequences could have 
been better staged and the pointless 
Paris flashback 
horrid by 


scenes, made mire 


crude back-projection de 
vices, Should have been cut out allo 
oether, 

The principal character of the se- 
the 


\merica-returned 


cond story is music minded, 


town-planner sand 


ihts (béete notre $s the washerman’s 
donkey who disrupts his nightly Tis- 
Western 

There 


are tanments olf roaring luughter a5 


tening sessions Of classical 


music by demoniac yelling. 
the hero chases up the donkey to thi 
Mozart's his 


cious persuasions of the washerman 


tunes ol aria or tena- 


him to his 
human 
this film 


requesting train up 


donkey as a being, but on 


the whole has a halting 


pace, repetitive situations and. a dis 
lracting tendency towards fake 
social satire which fails to ge with 





the director's conceptual framework. 


The director's social coniment has 
come out most effectively in the 
third episode which describes the 


miserable plight of an Oxonian who, 
aftey a couple of stints at some res- 
pectable jobs, has ser up the ind 

pendent business of supplying blood 
FIs 


divulged the nature of his business to 


for makine fertilisers. has not 


his family, a bunch of conservative 
him out 


learn d che 


aristocrats who would turn 
of the house if they ever 
tputh, 


s00n 


Everything goes well but mon- 


becomes ithe monster and he 


problem of storing and drying the 


blood stares the hero im the lace 
and the business becomes a_ real 
“bloody” one, The hero its ullti- 
mately defeated and reconciles. him- 
self to a cushy executive job, The 


porttayal of the hero's struggle to 
build up a future for himself bears 
the director’s concern for realism 
and he the final 
collapse of His dreams {pointing to 
the realities of the big 
fish swallowing ‘the small 
highlight the film4maker's sense of 
social purpose. 


delineation of 


economic 


ones 


Paritosh Sen’s 
Exhibition 


SANDIp SARKAR 


ARITTOSH Sen's exhibition al 

the Birla Academy from [4th 
to 27th August showed us * once 
more thay a, filty-hve he is full of 
youthful energy, fideas,, exuberance 
and versatility Phe exhibition was 
on a big: scale, having mostly large 
and meditim size canvases, a lot ol 
supert drawings, rouache ind lew 
specimens of graphics. Over and 


above this there was a mechanical 
contraption called “The Toy’ A 
paperpulp man, looking like a very 
aged version Of Paritosh Sen, was 


made o ride a cycle ‘by ypressing a 


button. Every one stood pwping, 
thrilled ta the core, for this was 
found much easier to understand 
than Paritosh Sen's painting. 


In this ‘exhibition Paritosh Sén 
has changed his theme but nothing 
fundamental besides, He has develop 
ed the path he sey out on, and widtnm 4, 
metalled tr. He 


by the imagery of cyclist and motor 


ed! and is fascinated 


cyclist, the frenzy of speed, the dash 


the cynical carelessness 


and that of others 


ing bi avado 


for one’s own Like 





the blind competitiveness of racing 
balance aud 
down. We 
the 


loss ol 
KA! falling 
irresistibly bs 


on wheels, the 
the iccident 


is attracted men : 


on wheéls and their reckless dave 


devilry becomes a symbol through 


wartits to comment on the 


It 7s these men's blind 


which he 
social ISSUCS. 
passion for speed, action and effort 
at selfprojection (at the bottom of 


which is an insecure feeling about 
their masculinity) tha, draws Pari- 
tosh Sen to them. He wses them as 


symbols to commen, on the senseless 
violence tha, grips men perfodically 
at the individual as well as national 
and international levels 

It is interesting co note thar when | 


the wheelers have recognizable faces 


they Jook like the very image of 
Paititosh Sen. There are jon¢e or 
two exceptions. The res; do not 

li 








—_—T 


neeteeat ahaa 


have identifiable faces: It se¢ms as 
if Paritosh Sen is irying to come to 
pips with his own 
thar of others. trying to understand 


It. 


violence ‘and 


The drawings sare done in loose 
flexible ‘lines which Seem to jhay 
the spinning movements of the 
wheels, not having rhythm so much 


as a kind of motion The whol 
movement of ;he wheels takes up whe 
total canvas and = the spatial inter. 
ludcles are 


—Sienifyine the 


olten few and far between 


mad obsession ol 
motion and speed. On — the 


feach gudivadual 


emotion or 


other 
hand seems to be 
left with no 
The wildness of 


passion moves them on, leaving no 


empathy 
self-centred life and 
room for introspection or linterper- 
sonnl relationship. To emphasize this 
Paritosh Sen has madly dipped his 
brash and covered the canvases with 


fiotous colours—vermilion, yellow 
blue, sage and sap green, violet, all 
manifest their brilliance aind lone 
wonders whether ghe theme of vio- 
fence thereby becomes « hit too 
sweet, 

Paritosh Sen is a mature and 


powerful artist capable of deing ‘so 


many things, Indeed, ¢he tricks are 
at tris finger-tips, Moreover he care- 
fully takes note of all that is bhap- 
pening in other ary centres around 
the world and he ts able to assimi 
late them info the structure of his 
own stvié. However, with al! his 


rifts Paritosh Sen somehow does not 


viewer af the deepest 


overwhelm the 


level In fact it even seems thiat 


when soTTTeOne 1s moved by un e&x- 
perience, crucity of expression does 
fot stand in the way. Paritosh Sen, 


on the other hand, is yery sophist- 
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cated and chatming, able to express 
what he sees and feels, buy ont comes 
away from this exhibitron with mix- 
ed feelings. 

And yet one must admiy he does 
no, paint pretty pictures, pain, 10 
yers. He is un- 


in Delhi and 


vuile prospec tive bt 


like his contermporaries 


Bombay who are in the picture- 
making trade. However, he has one 
sunilarity with them, he has seen 


and heen 
completely lox 
I mighy be 


ingly rejected tradition 


over almost 


won 


Western norms of art. 


saidl that he ‘bel mgs 40 the “intelli- 
centsia’, a word derived from Rus 
sion which means Western-trained 
intellectuals who felt alienated from 
the Russian society and government! 
of the 19th century Today social 
scientists use the word us a tool to 


Western 
Tovnbee 


explain confrontation of 
and non-Western cultures 
the intelligentsia as a “‘class 


learnt 


describes 


of liaison officérs who have 


intrusive. civiliza- 


I think probably, 


the tricks of an 
tion's track 
the might be 


Paritosh 


term intelligentsia 


helpful in understanding 


Sen and certain other artists in Tn 
dita today. They have assumed the 
role of being “born to be unhappy” 
and their streneth and their weak- 
ness may well spring from this, I! 
is the total rejection of thet artis 
tic heritage that isolates them und 
forces them to grope for an indivi- 


would con- 


dualistic expression thay 
experences, 


might be asked 


vey their 
In this context ty 
whether the men on wheels have any 


relevance to the total Indian situa 


tion, whether the imagery is forced, 


and to a large extent unreal, for how 
can these men on wheels represent 


the teeming millions of Indians who 


eke ou, living below the subsistence 
level? The only relevance they 
might have is to the Westernized 


Indians—they aré hardly Indians 


! think this rs the reason for Paritosh 
Sen's ‘partial failure in spite of his 


sparkling brilliance. 


Clippings 
Fighting Drought 


The people of Hsiyane count? 


North China curbed the wi 
drough; in their living memory 
putting up a 50 day stubborn 


They 


ol awtumn-harvested 


thus spring completed 
sowing 
according {o plan nid 
crops now carpel the yerraced fig 

The drought lasted 17 month 
in central Shansj | 


this country 


Following an utusually 
rain fell in che 
Many 
five 0 
the timed 
sowing 
water in 
Fihty per 
which i 


vince 
yvear, no show Or 


five months of this year 


trons of the country’s 


had dried mp by 
1973 


rivers 
the 
there 


spring 
was no 

smaller reservoirs, 
land, most of 


loess hills, was yoo dry for 


of he 
sowll 
The drought was a severe 
had ww dh 
two.alternatives.: 
for rain and yield to nature 
to fight it squarely. Acting act 
Mao's revolut 


county Comm 


for the county. Tt 
between the 
wait 
ine to Chairman 
ary line, the 
Party committee decided to mobi 


the peaple 1o fiehy the drougliy 
relying on their collective stren 
\iIthough the county's 1972 ¥ 


fall was only one-fifth of normal 


aphidved a good ha 
r 7.09 tons pet hectare @ 


he cov 


county 





averaciny 
protract&? — struggale 
party committee cited this in ail 


on th 


peaple Oo continue the b 
rood harvest this ve 

Cadres from the dow 
the commune level joinedithe ¢ 


for anothes 
county 


4 mammoth 
from ‘ti 
to fields; 
trucks, tractors, If 
tran spog 
Men 
women carrying buckets of water 
shoulder poles filed into long qu 
up hillside footpaths. 
The watchword 


mune members in 
wale; 


holes 


paign to move 


wells and 


water 
steady flow of 


carts and pudhcarts 


water along motor roads, 


was; : 
every drop of water to the fieldi 


SEPTEMBER i, | 


achieve a f 
ilamation” 


In (or 
land (15 m 
ple had | 
buckets of 
found trips 
garnied by 
of hunidre 
figures shioy 
minghen o 

While 4 
Heh: the ¢ 
fommivtece 
mations at ; 
fo te that 
Wjiate rest 
that there 
res: for che 
fday after h 
soya beans 
hooacdles: mi 
flour are a 

Ar 
mehichru <€ 
foping wil 
lower-mid¢ 
mathy sures 
corinne 
Hifficulucs 
fend the 
ary spell. 

The so 
Mective 
Blead even 
fer, We 1 
he droug 
puliies of 

In the 
Monikm at 
the Hsivai 
lias led ul 
he crash 
nm fendi 
ition 
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This b: 
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ught 


& county 
ithe 
memory 
ibhern fea 
picred 
atect 


wo 


ag 
luxuri 
raced fiel 
months) 
Shansi pl 
usually @ 
in the fii 
Many # 
five Ting 
he timen 
wins 
ee itt 
y per 
hich is@ 
or sowll 
severe 
wm dha 
Hives : 


» natures 


ing ace 

réevolutad 
Communit 
to mobili 
drouchy @ 
 strengil 


1972 ah 


normal, of 
ad have 
ectare vif 
le «coun 
sin calling 
the batil 
this year 
y down 
dithe cow 
moth caw 
om ‘rivel 
) fields: 
tors, hor 
Lransport@ 
Men all 
f water 4@ 
omg queu 


ac “S¢ 


i¢ fields fi 


neve & ful) stand of seedling ex 
Piiiition”’. 
yin order to 
ie (15 mou to a hectare), the peo- 
Tal to bring jin at least 200 
faekels of water. That meant 100 
Mind trips with two water buckets 
mind by shouldey pole for a total 
Iuindreds ol Che 
mits shiow the revolutionary deter 
Hitiion of the \pecple. 
hale the 
ip) the drought, the county party 
usked the 
fons at all levels in Hsityang po sex 


sow one mou olf 


kilometres 


mobilizing people 10 


Mmmittece party organi. 
iy iat the people would have ade- 
It decided 


hours ol 


mle rest and ea, well. 
Mat there 
mew for the commune members every 
iy ater tune. 
i beans should be grown well since 


should be two 
Ty also stressed that 


Mees made of sova bean and maize 
mae are a local favourite. 

» At meetings held the 
aii commune to discuss ways ol 
Piping with the drought, and 
Mesniddle peasants put forward 
and asked 


miny sugrestions 
Banmune Parly cOomimnimiiee to 


Mrulwes into a 
fd the masses In overcoming the 
1h Spell 

*The socialist svstem and rhe 


on 
poor 


the 
“turn 
and 


motive force” 


col. 


moive economy stand us in good 
mad €ven in years of natural disas- 
ir We will do all we can to: fight 
Me droughy however great the. diffi 
miuies of exclamation” they vowed 
It the campaign to criticize revi- 
inism and rectify the style of work 
# Hsiyang county party committee 
Wm led the people in repudiating 
Me trash wha, history jis created by 
Wihandful of heroes; an idealis, no- 
Hin Liu Shao-chi and 
mihier political swindlers that brands 
This has rais- 
political consctous- 


spread by 
Nemasses as a mob. 
miihe people's 
mas ancl Increased their confidence, 
the cadres put it, che anti-droughit 
Mattle is a proof ¢hat the labouring 
Hoople armed with Marxism-Lenin 
me Vi 20 
mense strengh and wisdom. 
This battle was nor a defensive 
me, New irmmation facitities were 
the foundation 


Tsetung thought have im- 


Hed. thas laving 
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for further progress. The people in 
Heiyang las; year completed more 
than 1,000 irrigation projects, enlarg- 
irrigated area by 1,280 hec- 
This spring they buil,. irriga- 
tion facilities for another 800 hectares. 

(Hsinkua) 


ing the 


(ares, 


Another Countryside 


Comrade Ivan Prihodke was nearly 
beside himself when ‘he jumped off 
the Kharkov prain at the whistle stop 
His native village where he was going 
to see his parents after a long ab 
many Ukrainian 
laves,. straggled along a single 


sence, like so vil- 
lane 
for niles parallel to the railway line 
one mule away 

The fields between were planted 
with winter wheat, now nearly ripe 
for harvest. On the 
the line was a cement factory. What 
took Ivan aback 
felcls. 


other side of 


was the appearance 
of the 
The waving grain was criss-crossed 
by a myriad of footpaths as though 
each individual minded. peasant 
family had beat@y® separate path 
from ¢heir to the railway and. 
the cement factory beyond, where 
many of the village people work. 
When Ivan asked why there was 
such a multiplicity of paths, the 
was, “We have no 
reaching the railway 
Later put 
newspaper 


door 


laconic 
orher 


answer 
way of 
and the cement factory.” 
ting the editors of the 
Country Life m she picture. Ivan 
asked indignantly: “Why could not 
the factory provide its workers with 
a single footpath SO a8 not to trample 
underfoot the most precious “thing 
men possess, namely bread ?" 
Othe from far 
cited by the paper, A 
pram lrom a remote 
Urals complained that private cattle 
owners paffured their cows in the 
wheat and «orn fields and nobody 
did anything about 1t, despite strin- 
gent There were other com- 
plaints of tractors, lorries and even 
driven 


afield 
tele- 
the 


cases 
were 
area of 


laws 


combine. harvesters being 


through the ripening grain 
These many 


instances highligh 


one of the main difficulties the Soviet 
must cope with reducing 
waste through human carelessness. 
Much has been done since the days 
about a decade ago when a car coud 
be driven hundreds of miles over 
threshed grain spread on the payed 


régime 


Bu; much yematies 
to be done to prevent loss not only 


roadway to dry, 


in the fields burt also in transponta- 
tion and delivery. (Edmund Stevens 
in The ‘Times, London). 


Letters 


‘Voices Of Revolt’ 


Abhinava Gupta places some ques 
Lions the revolutionary 
and poets of West 
(Frontier, 188-1973). "4 


so indifferent to 


before Writ. 
Bengal 
they att 
poetry as a craft 
why do they choose this medium ? 
If they do not believe in depth of 
feeling and thought, originality of 
imagery and diction why should they 
Cannot their purpose be 
served much better: by pamphlets 
and | handbooks? Is ic mot shee 
‘crealive vanity thar leads rhem to 


ers 


practise ? 


materials in 
Do they not 


waste paper and other 
composing such stuff? 
waste their time too?” 

In. his ‘New Democratic Culture’ 
Mao Tse-tung says, “All the 
political, new economic and 
cultural 


forces in 


new 
new 
forces are revolutionary 
China (im Indin—A.M.) 
and are opposed to the old politics, 
old and culture. The 
old. whings are d of two 
(India*s— 


own semi-feudal politics, eco- 


economy old 
compose 
parts: one is China's 
\.M.) 
nomy other ds 
and 
the 


and 


culture and 
imperialist politics, 
culture, with the latter leading 
alliance. All evil 
should be completely destroyed. The 
struggle wound the 
old in Chinese (Indian—A.M‘) so. 
new 


and the 


economy 
these are 


between the new 
ciety 1s a struggle between the 
the 


and 


Various 
volutionary the 
forces of imperialism and the 
dal classes.” 

Mr Gupta’s standpoint on the 


Te. 
old 
feu- 


forces of the people 


classes 


new 
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has there is no co 


stories 


the feeling.,.. But aldeady he 
achieved Something in pip 
which 3s extraordinary und rare 
Bengali... And ‘he more 
than any other Bengali writer.” 

Is Kamal Mazumday a progressive 
Does he ‘portray the will 

Does he write for 
Is his language easily 
understandable? No. Then how 
does a ‘revolutéonary” crise 
that Kamal 
extraordinary writer, 2 
How does he 
man's—classless nyan's—enile 


fovees and their culture is qurie dif 
ferent 

We should all of 
new forces engaged in making revo. 
lutionary culture. We should of 
discuss aind criticize the re- 
culture, growth 
never 


death struggle ; 
iruction without destruction, na 
lease withou, restraint and no @ 
vement withon, rest.” ... “Sag 
works ‘which are. completely 1 
tionary from the political point 
be of some art 
the more artistic ei 


welcome sorts in 


succ eeds 


course 
may yet 
merit. But 
a work may be, the greater harm 
mg 
reason for us to reject t-— (On & 
and Literature) 

We have co rejecr the reaction 
culture of ouy heritage and alsa 
the present time. Without 
tion there can be no attainment, 


wriler ? view 
of the people? 


the people ? 


yolulionary its 
and development, 
demn ‘it like Mr Gupta, 

Mr Gupta i 
‘Screams across the Gornfields’, 
appears Ram 
political sctne of the last few years 
with sympathy anda feeling of loss 
fis thoughts and feelings are both 
to all.’ 


> aA 


fo; 
buy con 
artrele, 
“ht 
sasuu responds to the 


wrote, In an it do to the people, and ¢he 


com- 
ment Mazumdar is an 
successful 


of 
and 


writer ? speak 
ro} 
Futility ? 

On 
exipresses, 
bulary that 
by educated people, thoughts 


individual and 
But the poem, 


reactionary one 


common 
‘Do nor 
Ram 


Mazum- 


Kamal 


qn ant tque yoaca- 


wail’ ahe contrary Buy Mr Gupta praises reactio 
authors like Kamal Mazumdar, re 
Ram 


Rabindrant 


Basu’s dar in 


Kantamachhi is no, at all progressive. is nop understood even Basu 


When [n- 


Aian people was fighting agains, the 


sionist poets like 
lauds the {deal 
He fails realise the growllt 
India's yevolutionary culture, 
always ponders over and stresses 


and ol 


the revolutionary class ol 
feelings tha; coincide with those of 


feudal rulers. 


to 
the imperialist and 
He, however, the | 


tytaniny and oppression of the ruling 


class, and we all know such reyolu- Serves compradoy 


tyonary bound to be 
Bloody, Ram Basu laments the blood- 
shed, ‘smell ol haunts my 
limde’, i.c., happy smiddiesctass. so- 
lfitude. When the revolutionaries 


were fighting their paWtical enemies, 


fighting is 


blood s0- 


yasn WTites, 
my of my own heart and slays) me 
Like ‘all the escajsis; Poets Mr Basu 
What 
except 
purifying 
ol 
what else buy this, can re 
turn me Nature?” Rightly Mr 
Gupta admits that Basu’s feelings 
and thonghts are ‘individual’. Tt 
not class feeling but individual, and 
all [hie 
a paradox. We know class feeling. 
tuy we do noy know that such feel- 


finds his last resort in mature 
my 
else 


Salve wounds 


What 
into the depth of ¢yes 


élse can 
lowe f 
Plunge 


another: 


bur 


to 
is 


‘commen to comment is 


ings and thoughts are common to 
all classless. Can a ‘revolution- 
ary’ ‘critic like Mr ‘Gupta explain 
how olaiwess, commond4o-all feels 
ings and thoughts are possible in a 


1.¢e 


Class soctety? 

Mr Gupta admires overwhelming 
ly works of Mazumdar. 
He wrote in (Frortie? 
July 21, '78), “Thus of all modern 
Bengali writers, Ka'mal Mazumdar 
alone ie able to feel man’s exile and 
futility (italics added) evoke 


Kamal 
an amicle 


the 


ane 
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>a mad ‘killer kenya, 


“tne 


ind the feudal establishments. 

Mr Gupta’s statement goes, 
old middle class was stronger: 
domination, 


"The 
breed 
though under ‘foreign 
whatever the reason, and 
ral products were much 
founting among ets cultural leaders 
writers like Madhusudan, Bankim- 
chkandra. Rabindranath, Saratchan- 
dra and Manik Banerjee.”— (Vorces 
of Revolt). Mi 
Gupta learn tha; Rabindranath be 
the middle class? We 
reassess the roles of Madhu 
Bankimchandra and Rabin 
Otherwise we cannot lay 
of a revolu- 


its cultu- 
berter, 


From where does 
longed ta 
should 

sudan, 

dranaah 
the foundation 
tionary culture. As regards the poll- 
tical role of Char Adhyay Rabindra- 
anti-nationa! 
In 


stone 


nath proved himsel§ 
while the 
dlia’s liberty was on. 

Let us remember Mao's 
“Tmperialist culture and semi-feudal 
are brothers. 
have 


national struggle fox 


doctrine. 


affectionate 
formed a reactionary 
oppose China's 
This reactionary 
serves imperialism the 
classes, and must 
Linless i, is swept away, no new cul- 
gure of any kind can be buth up. 
The new culture and the reactionary 
are’ Jocked life-and 


culture 
who al 


liance ‘to new cul- 


rure, culture 
and feudal 


be swept away. 


cultime tn # 


form neg 
is why 
tive. He 
ary” critic 
progressiv 
he isa 
revealed 
Revalt’ 


reactionary 


lectins 
| to be a 
, offers his 
e writers 


Poses 


just 


in lis axtiele, 


AyiT 


the confentt 


Y 


like 
‘Marxist, buf all this is furiles ’ 


his view ts one-side—suli 
‘revolut 
advice to 


Cale 


How Many Notes ? 


Refer t 


9 your editorial 


Anal 
Anniversary (August 18). When 9 
Gandhj came to power, the note 


culation im the country was ard 


1,800 
Rs 


ant 


Rs, 
now 
1973) 


pr ices 
supply” 
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CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR 


wit 


crores and 
5591 


1 nol 


crores 

Rs. 10,000 
h 
therefore 


of 
becomes 


D, G. 


“doubling 


14, Banglabazar 


Dacca-] 


SEPTEMBER 


the samg 
(15th Aw 
cra 
rhe comparison between phe rise 
ma 
base 


Bok 
Cale 


critic is cleg 
‘Voices 


Muxnorpny 








| 
is no com 
SiON, no Fi : 
and no me : 
‘ow. “Son 
pletely req 
al poiny | 
me artist 
EISLic | Sitg 





' 
Yr ‘harm Wi 

the mg ‘ 
(On & 


: 
reaction 

nd also 

ut rej 

nmerit, 

revctiong 

ndar, rege 

Basu aM 

indranuds 

erowth a : 
itive. § 

Lresses hh 

ay “Dh 

e—subjeq 

evotutia 

ce to Chk : a 

like | 

ile THE ubudid | 

is clear! er 
Voices ov a x | , 

orpirys 

Calcuui 


? 


- 
Anothe 

en Mi 

ote cif 
arount 
‘ame 

Augusl 
crore | 
rise ji 

mone 

asel dag 
SOK AL | 
alou cy 


esh 
LR 


_— 


]o>9 





Regd C 2026 Frontier September |, 197 


Registered with the Registrar of Newspapers of India onder R.N.16516/68 


FRONTIER 


-! 61, MOTT LANE, CALCUTTA-I5 
Subscription Rates 
INLAND 


One Year: Ra 18.00 Six Months: Rs. 9.00. 
Five Years: Rs. 75.90. Seven Years; Rs. 100,00 


4 By Surface Mail 
: , All countries : Rs. 49 or 5.50 dollars 
oan ” , Foreign AIR MAIL Rates (One Year) 
j a) eh! ~~ - 
7 ae — pace - 
A2 : , ; 1 
i America: Rs. Hi@P"or 37:60 dollars 


— — 


’ 
; 





Europe: Rs. 98 or 14.30 dollars 
Asia ; Rs. 88 or 12,10 dollars 
Please supply FRONTIER for 
Six Months/One Year/Five Years/Seven Years 
I am sending Rs.. 


by cheque/money order® 


Name. . Fd theless 


Maaese sg es le oa ces avers 


Signature 


* Cheques should be drawn in favour of Frontier 





Vol. 





moms i\f 
\ ATi 
Frias) 


Re Al 
Power 
RAM 


"Sagi 
(sean 


ws MAI 
Max) 


HE PR 
A Dam 


WAT CR 
mano 


NOP AM 


Arr Cc 


PL EERS 


i Edit 


PAit ee AT 
‘MATA 3 
Lar) ‘Aa13 





